
English 12 AP Summer Assignments- 2018 
Mr. Guercio 

Directions: Each of the following assignments is due on the first day of class in 
September. Use your time in the summer wisely to carefully read each work and 
thoughtfully prepare your responses. 

Complete each of the following:  
Frankenstein by Mary Shelley (A free version exists on-line at the following address: 
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/84/84-h/84-h.htm) 

According to critic Northrop Frye, “Tragic heroes are so much the highest point in 
their human landscape that they seem the inevitable conductors of the power about 
them, great trees more likely to be struck by lightning than a clump of grass. 
Conductors may of course be instruments as well as victims of the divisive lightning.” 
Frankenstein is a story in which a tragic figure functions as an instrument of the 
suffering of others. Write an essay in which you explain how the suffering brought 
upon others by that figure contributes to the tragic vision of the work as a whole.  

Invisible Man - Ralph Ellison (Available for check-out at IHS library) 

Works of literature often depict acts of betrayal. Friends and even family may 
betray a protagonist; main characters may likewise be guilty of treachery or may 
betray their own values. After carefully reading Invisible Man, select an act(s) of 
betrayal, and in a well-supported essay, analyze the nature of the betrayal and show 
how it contributes to the meaning of the work as a whole. 

Essay Format: 
• Title page (see model below). Be creative.
• Doubled-spaced, 12 point font (something easy to read)
• 1” margins all around
• Maximum three pages long (not including the title page for all you wise guys

out there!)
• Paginated text
• If you have a question about the readings/assignments,
     during the summer, e-mail me at 

jeffrey_guercio @westiron.monroe.edu 
• Have fun! I’d prefer you take “risks” with

your insights rather than state the obvious.

“The man who does not read good books has no advantage over the man who cannot 
read them.” – Mark Twain 
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